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now the Commission on Human Rela-
tions is taking legal action against 
Vento, charging him with discrimina-
tion simply for asking his customers to 
speak English. 

No business owner should be forced 
to hire a whole gauntlet of foreign- 
speaking translators because of indi-
viduals who feel they won’t learn our 
language. Individuals who come here 
need to understand that this country is 
not Mexico, France, Korea or the Mid-
dle East. This is America, and English 
is spoken here. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PREMATURE WITHDRAWAL FROM 
IRAQ WILL ENDANGER U.S. 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, sadly, many people try to sep-
arate the current Iraq conflict from the 
attacks of September 11 and the Global 
War on Terrorism; it is impossible to 
do so. The attacks of September 11 
were not isolated, random events. Al 
Qaeda has openly stated Iraq is the 
central front in the war on terror. And 
our enemy is highly intelligent, well fi-
nanced and committed to the destruc-
tion of freedoms. 

The concept that America’s retreat 
in Iraq will bring an end to sectarian 
violence and terrorist activity in the 
region ignores history. Premature re-
treat will embolden the enemy and 
make us more vulnerable to attacks. 
Withdrawals from Beirut and 
Mogadishu led to the 1993 World Trade 
Center attack, the 1998 embassy bomb-
ings across Africa, the 2000 bombing of 
the USS Cole, and then September 11. 
Osama bin Laden has characterized the 
struggle in Iraq as the third world war. 
We ignore this claim at our peril, 
which threatens American families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE IRAQ MISSION 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this week we will debate a 
non-binding resolution that will do 
nothing more than undermine the mis-
sion in Iraq, weaken the morale of our 
troops, and embolden our enemy. 

No doubt mistakes have been made in 
the battle with Iraq. With every war 
mistakes are made. The question be-
fore us is, Are we going to learn from 
the mistakes and correct them and 
move forward with a plan of success, or 
are we going to retreat in defeat? 

Mr. Speaker, the terrorists them-
selves believe Iraq is a central front in 
the war on terror. Al Zawahiri, al 
Qaeda’s deputy leader, has repeatedly 
said Iraq and Afghanistan are the ‘‘two 
most crucial fields’’ in the Islamists’ 
war. A policy of retreat and defeat 

would result in pervasive instability 
and embolden radical Islamist terror-
ists and rogue regimes to expand new 
areas in the region. 

Mr. Speaker, the stakes are real and 
they are high. And the American peo-
ple deserve leadership, not partisan 
politics. I will continue to support our 
troops by continuing to support their 
mission. 

f 

WE MUST WIN THE BATTLE OF 
IDEAS 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, as a 
member of the Victory in Iraq Caucus, 
I continue to stand and support our 
troops. I feel it is imperative that we 
continue to strongly speak out in favor 
of the efforts that our troops are car-
rying out against terrorism, not only 
in Iraq, but in 30 different countries 
around the globe. 

The terrorists tell us, just as my col-
league said, that Iraq is the central 
battle in the war on terror. War is not 
quick, and it is not painless. It is up to 
us here in the people’s House to con-
tinue to support the troops and to be 
behind their efforts, funding them 100 
percent of the way. 

In order to win, Mr. Speaker, we 
must not only succeed on the battle-
field; we must win in the battle of 
ideas. We must win the civic and eco-
nomic battles with the Iraqi people. 
They are as critical as any firefight 
that they face every day. 

The idea of freedom and prosperity is 
a powerful idea. Our coalition is 
breathing life into that idea with the 
Iraqi people. We need to stand firm, 
fund our troops, support our men and 
women in harm’s way. 

f 

PROCESS IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

(Mr. ISSA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, it is not good 
to talk process in the House of Rep-
resentatives. I keep hearing that. But 
when the process that you are talking 
about is the execution of our right in a 
democratic society to speak and make 
a difference, then it is necessary to 
speak on process. 

Mr. Speaker, this week we will spend 
4 days on the Iraq resolution. I say 
‘‘the’’ Iraq resolution because it has al-
ready been crafted by Speaker PELOSI; 
it already is a final product. The only 
thing left to do is in fact to vote on it 
because we will not be allowed to 
amend it; the rule will be a closed rule. 
Democracy and speech and debate will 
not in fact change anything. The final 
vote will be exactly at the end of the 
week where it was at the beginning. 
That is wrong. Republicans never did 
that when we held the Speaker’s gavel. 

Democrats should not do that as they 
hold the Speaker’s gavel. 

The right to amend and the right to 
debate that leads to a better bill is a 
right of this democracy, and this body 
has been reduced by the taking of that 
right. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE 
EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 134) recognizing and 
honoring the employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for their 
efforts and contributions to protect 
and secure the Nation. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 134 

Whereas the United States must remain 
vigilant against all threats to the homeland, 
including acts of terrorism, natural disas-
ters, and other emergencies; 

Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity marked its 4th anniversary on Janu-
ary 24, 2007; 

Whereas the more than 208,000 employees 
of the Department work tirelessly to prepare 
the Nation to counter acts of terrorism, nat-
ural disasters, and other emergencies; 

Whereas the Department’s employees work 
diligently to deter, detect, and prevent acts 
of terrorism; 

Whereas the Department’s employees 
stand willing, ready, and able to respond if 
catastrophe strikes; 

Whereas the Department’s employees sup-
port the Department’s mission to protect 
continuously the Nation’s borders, airports, 
seaports, rail lines, and other transit sys-
tems; 

Whereas the Department’s employees, to-
gether with employees of other agencies and 
departments of the Federal Government, 
work with State, local, and tribal partners 
to enhance disaster preparedness at all levels 
of government; 

Whereas the Department’s employees are 
called upon to sacrifice time with their fami-
lies to work long hours to fulfill the Depart-
ment’s vital mission; and 

Whereas the Nation is indebted to the De-
partment’s employees for their efforts and 
contributions: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes and honors the employees of 
the Department of Homeland Security for 
their exceptional efforts and contributions 
to protect and secure the Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARNEY) and the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 
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